
Appendix B:  Indicators and Themes
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Land Use Indicators

Diversity of land use � � � � � � � �

Access to goods and services � � � � � � � �

Residential (housing type) diversity � � � �

Density � � � �

Liquor store concentration � � � �

Access to jobs � �

Incompatible land uses � �

Building type �

Residential units built �

Proximity to farmers markets �

Business activity �

Environmental Quality Indicators

Air quality � � � � �

Water quality � � � �

Ambient pollution (toxicity levels) � � �

Noise � �

Greenhouse Gas contributions � �

Heat island effect � �

Lead poisoning/abatement �

Resident toxic exposure �

Toxic hazard exposure �

Water Efficiency (rainwater catchment or reduced stormwater 

runoff) 
�

Energy efficiency (solar panels or reduced energy need) �

Food Production Potential �

Crime  & Safety Indicators

Crime � � � � � �

Perceptions of safety � � � � �

Litter/Illegal dumping � � �

Graffiti �

Presence of prostitution �

Presence of drug transactions �

Loitering �
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Transportation Indicators

Transit Access/service availability � � � � � � � �

Traffic hazards � � �

Vehicles Miles Traveled � �

Demand for road construction � �

Traffic calming design � �

Motor Vehicle Use Demand/Auto dependency �

Regional trips �

Neighborhood trips �

Price structure for parking �

Parking supply �

Non-work-related trips �

Street light timing �

Car sharing �

Rate of transit use

Pedestrian and Bicycle Indicators

Pedestrian and bicycle network connections � � � � � � � � �

Pedestrian and bicycle hazards � � � � �

Pedestrian and bicycle amenities � � � �

Parks and Open Space Indicators

Greening of landscape � � � �

Opportunities for new or improved Parks & Open Spaces � � � �

Number of existing  Parks or Open Spaces � � �

Youth population proximity to parks & open spaces � � �

Community Maintenance of Parks & Open Spaces � � �

Physical activity amenities � � �

Underutilized Parks or Open Spaces � � �

Total Acreage of Parks & Open Spaces � �

Unequal access to and distribution of parks & open spaces
� � �

Cost of Creating and Maintaining Parks & Open Spaces � � �

Loss of Public Park Land or Open Spaces �

Physical and Social Barriers to Parks & Open Spaces � �

Acres of Park Land per Resident � �

Proximity of Population to Parks & Open Spaces �

Elderly population proximity to parks & open spaces �

Viewshed of Parks & Open Spaces � �

Park Maintenance � �

Partnerships dedicated to maintaining Parks & Open Spaces �

Maintenance of signs and crosswalks � �
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Urban Design Indicators

Streetscape enhancement/ambiance/ medians � � � � � �

Parks � � �

Building ages � �

Underutilized properties � � � �

Courtyards � �

Community Gardens � �

Greenways � �

Bike and walking Trails � �

Waterfront � �

Views �

Plazas �

Squares �

Attractive building façades �

Visual marker for business district �

Housing design

Housing maintenance

Health Indicators

Physical activity � � � � � �

Mental health � � � � �

Obesity � � � � �

Circulatory and respiratory disease � � � �

Chronic Disease � � � �

Life span/Mortality � � �

Leisure time � �

Violent injuries � �

Nutritional health � �

Access to nutritional food � �

Hypertension �

Osteoporosis �

Suicide rates �

Recreation �

Motor vehicle accident injuries �

Hospitalization rates �

Asthma rates �

Air pollution health risks � �

Increased physical Activity with access to parks & open spaces 
� �

Improved Health with access to Parks & open spaces � �
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Social Indicators

Social/Community interaction � � � � � � �

Racial/ethnic diversity � � � � �

Quality of life � � � �

Social Networks � � �

Proximity to public schools � �

Mutual cooperation � �

Political engagement � �

Leadership skills � �

Sense of belonging � �

Proximity to community serving organizations �

Segregation vs. Diversity

Trust �

Reciprocity �

Optimism/Apathy �

Self efficacy �

Age distribution �

Language and linguistic isolation �

Elderly in households �

Impairment of mobility of elderly

Socio-Economic Indicators

Household income � � � �

Affordable housing � � �

Household tenure � �

Access to health insurance/care �

Vulnerability to displacement �

Employment � �

Community economic investment � �

Locally-owned businesses �

Household size � �

Poverty � �

Economic development policies �

Access to business loans �

Access to business insurance �

Access to marketing agents �

Food stamp program enrollment �

Number of families �

Households using public assistance �

Homelessness

Overcrowding

Material poverty

Residential occupancy

Rent rates

Regional Housing Needs Determination (from ABAG)

Family status

Opportunities for educational advancement �

Economic opportunity mandates �

Car ownership rates �

Health care costs

Household life cycle
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Schools and Child Care Indicators

Class size �

Locally accessible childcare �

Neighborhood school access �

Neighborhood school quality �

Quality early childhood education �

Governance Indicators

Civic engagement/public participation � � � �

Government funding � �

Government accountability �

Designation of political boundaries �

Source:  BAE, 2008.


